PRESS RELEASE

SUBJECT:
ANGUILLA’S BUILDING HEIGHTS POLICY AND GUIDELINES
Anguilla now has a new Building Heights Policy.  The policy which was recently approved by Executive Council is the result of numerous consultations with the public, who felt that there was a need to permit the construction of taller buildings on the island in certain areas such as the Greater Valley area. It supersedes the relevant sections of the Draft National Land Use Plan (1996) and the previous Government of Anguilla policy, which was a blanket approach of a maximum of 42 feet above ground level (or 3 floors) applied throughout Anguilla. This policy guide applies to free standing new buildings, extensions and refurbishment to existing buildings. 

The policy recognises the need for Anguilla, a flat and small island in the Caribbean with an image of a first class tourist destination, to preserve the island’s tradition and to maintain an aesthetically pleasing environment.  It recognises the fact that poorly designed and “out of place” tall buildings can have a negative impact on the environment.  However, it also recognizes the need to optimize the use of our limited land resources.

Many factors (including physical, development position, historic, cultural and environmental significance) mean that the most logical approach to the development and application of building height policies and guidance in Anguilla should be on an area by area basis. The policy takes into consideration key factors that need to be recognised in      the design of all buildings which have an impact upon the relative height that a building should take.  These factors are the location, scale and proportion of the building, and the neighbourhood character of an area.  The policy requires a photographic montage of all proposed buildings that are over 42 feet (or 3 floors).  The photographic montage would provide a clearer impression of how a development will be within its setting and its potential impacts on aesthetics and views. 

The policy does not place a uniform maximum height restriction over the entire island as the previous policy did.  Instead it allows varied heights throughout the island with the maximum possible height being 62 feet above ground level (or 5 to 6 floors).   The maximum height of 62 feet will be allowed throughout the Greater Valley Area.  This height will also facilitate the development of modern offices and other commercial facilities which often require higher floor to ceiling heights than other uses to facilitate the connection of computer cabling, cooling systems etc. within a ‘dropped’ ceiling.  

The policy also stipulates that building heights on the coastline will not exceed 42 feet above ground level, except for:

Sandy Ground where the height will vary in areas from 28 to 62 feet;

Crocus Bay where the height in areas varies from 28 to 62 feet; and 

Upper Shoal Bay East where the height varies from 42 feet in some areas to 62 feet. 

In order to protect the integrity of Anguilla’s remaining natural areas, all buildings and structures in such areas will not exceed 28 feet above ground level.  To protect views of natural importance, development in places such as the Isaac’s Cliff area and other areas of natural conservation as shown in the Draft National Land Use Plan shall be within a range of 15 feet to 28 feet above ground level.  Historic areas such as Sandy Ground, the Upper Valley and Crocus Hill development will not exceed a maximum height of 28 feet above ground level as a means of protecting the natural and built environment. In areas that have not been specified in the policy the maximum building height shall not exceed 42 feet.

It is envisioned that the implementation of this policy guide will create a balance between achieving optimal use of land and the need to preserve the island’s traditions, and aesthetic environment.

The general public can access copies of the policy from the Dept. of Physical Planning’s website at: http://gov.ai/planning/index2.htm. The policies will also be published in the Government of Anguilla’s Official Gazette. Copies of the Gazette are usually available for purchase at the office of the House of Assembly in the Court House Building. Copies will also be placed in the library and the post office.
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